
 
 
 
Statement 
 
 
“Art is merely an extension of nature.  I hope we can look at our weaknesses, more than 
our strengths, to create a bond which is relational”  – Junichiro Iwase 
 
 
Previously, in Junichiro’s sculptures and paintings, the use of eggshells had been a central and 
enduring aspect of his work to foreground the notion of vulnerability, fragility and uniqueness to all 
living things.  The artist was drawn to the material’s natural representation as well as the concept 
of inside and outside spaces, which can offer alternate views on contemporary society.  Jun 
began by donating eggs to local food shelters, then, he would gather and clean the shells before 
incorporating them into his works.  He states, “This give and take process keeps me in touch with 
the community and gives me a purpose for creation.” 
 
His recent works explores the Buddhist concept of ‘Mu’ (emptiness and nothingness).  Written in 
collaboration with the artist’s twin sister, they offer the following statement: 
 
In the contemporary era of divisive politics and fake news, going beyond binary positions is more 
important than ever.  The Buddhist concept of ‘Mu’ is a useful reminder here.  Mu recognizes that 
there is no definitive right or wrong, true or false, or good or bad.  These are positions of polarity 
dependent on both, time and space, history and contexts.  These sculptures can be utilized as 
tools for meditation to strive for what Zen Buddhists call, nothingness – a point of transcendence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Short Bio 
 
Born in Tokyo (1971), Junichiro moved to Canada with family in 1972.  After graduating from high 
school, he attended the fine arts program at Vancouver Community College and later became an 
apprentice at the Johnson Atelier Technical Institute of Sculpture.  Since then he has been active; 
participating in exhibitions, biennials, residencies, and commissions locally and abroad (Asia, 
Australia, Europe, and North America).  He is the recipient of awards and grants from the Canada 
Council for the Arts, BC Arts Council, and the Pollock-Krasner Foundation in New York.  His work 
centers on themes of ‘fragility’ and ‘balance’ in the 21st century. 
 
 
 
www.junichiroiwase.com 


